2018 4£ 12 A 26 H ORHABLE S 7= The Japan Times Dit® (Government approves
measures it says will make life easier for foreign workers under new blue-collar visas)
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+ The measures include the establishment of about 100 consultation centers nationwide
offering support in 11 languages: Japanese, English, Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean,

Spanish, Portuguese, Nepalese, Indonesian, Thai and Tagalog
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+ The government is also allocating ¥600 million for a Japanese-language education
program for non-Japanese that will include a standardized curriculum and textbooks.
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+ The 126 policy measures include the goal of boosting the student-teacher ratio for
Japanese-language education at public schools by fiscal 2026.
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+ Under the new guidelines, language schools will also need to publish the level of
competence their students achieve in Japanese.
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+ The government plans to spend ¥3.4 billion on Japanese language education overseas.
As part of the program, it will introduce a computer-based testing system, giving foreign
nationals a chance to test their abilities.
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+ The government is planning to improve multilingual services at hospitals and other
existing public facilities, such as job-placement offices, and increase the number of
languages with which it makes emergency advisories about natural disasters through
the country’s official warning system.
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